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Lady Bison soccer team ends
season with two home games this
weekend. See page seven.

Ever wondered where the swing
legend came from? For these and
other explanations see page five.
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Organizations celebrate Halloween Harding-style
by Alva Liimatta
Staff writer
'Tis the season... for
Halloween. On the Harding
campus, three organizations are
getting into the spirit of this fall
celebration in very different
ways.
Circle K, a service group, is
heading a Trick-or-Treat for Cans.
On October 31, members of the
organization and anyone
interested in participating will
meet at 7 p.m., armed with
cardboard boxes (costumes
optional), in the student center
and will collect cans and other
non-perishables for one to two
hours. They will cover most of
the communities around
Harding and possibly even
westside Searcy. The plan is to
split into groups of four, with
each carload traveling to a
different spot. The group will
then further divide and groups
of two will travel down opposite
sides of the street.
Junior Dan Menz, president
of Circle K, said that this would
be the first year of the drive. "We
are going to give as many cans
to His House as they have room
for. Thanksgiving is coming up
and we would like to help
provide extra supplies so that the
food distribution is not such a
strain."
The crusaders will not go
door to door in the dorms, but
will place a box in the lobby of
each dorm and in the student
center. The club has also
informed local churches about
the collection, giving them a
box in which to place
donations. "The more people
who help, the more cans we can
collect. Most of the people in
the community are more likely
to give food rather than money.
They know that a food
donation is going to go where
it is intended," Menz said.
The project can be taken in
the form of a Halloween
activity or simply a collecting
service. "The food collected is
for anytime. His House
donated so much to the Inner
City Carnival. They are good at
distributing food and we want
to help in whatever way we
can," Menz said.
JOY Oesus first, Others second, and Yourself last), the
woman's service group on campus that stresses servanthood, is
putting on a haunted house on
Oct. 31 for children in 6th grade
and under in Searcy. From 6:30
p.m. to 8:30p.m., they are invited
to come to the Annex building
behind the College Church of
Christ and participate in the fun.

Photo courtesy of the JOY Club

A participant in last year's JOY Club Halloween party dons a ballerina costume and comes up with a
mouth-full after bobbing for apples. The JOY Club, Circle K and the SAM Club are all sponsoring activities
this weekend.

Along with the haunted house
walk, which lasts for 10 to 15
minutes, there will be alternative
activities including board games,
a cake walk, a fishing pond and
the famous bobbing for apples.
Plans are also under way for a
bean bag toss. Novelties such as
peeled frozen grapes and brain
jello molds will be on display for
hands-on experience.
Members of JOY donated
bags of candy at their last
meeting to be distributed to the
children. "We want to reach the
children of the community and
offer a fun time," said Junior
Allison Koch, chair of the
children's committee. "I want it
to be a really fun time for young
children, not terribly scary."
JOY's haunted house can be
an additional activity for
children on Halloween or an
alternative to trick-or-treating.
"Some parents don't want to go
all over the place, so this party
can get everything in one stop
and still be fun for the evening,"
Koch said.
Both volunteers and
children are encouraged to wear
costumes. There will be a
costume contest, and a prize will
be given for the best ensemble.
"Hopefully this will not be too
scary. We want to make it
optional, focusing on the fun
things, and having fun in a
controlled environment," Koch
said.
Although the children's
committee organizes the party,
the entire JOY club is invited to
join in the festivities. Any
volunteers are encouraged to
come and help set up at 1 p.m.

Saturday in the Annex building
and/ or help with the party at
7:30.
Thrill seekers are invited to
attend the SAM (Society for the
Advancement of Management)
club's haunted house. SAM club
is hosting the "House of Doom"
Thursday Oct. 29, and Friday,
Oct. 30, from 6 to 10:30 p.m., and
on Halloween nightfrom 6 p .m.
to 12:30 a.m. The haunted house
costs $3 for students and will be
held across from A&W at 919 E.
Race St. in "the rock house, the
old spooky rock house" as junior
Troy Wolfe, the publicizer for the
event described it. "We are
working hard and pulling out as
much as we can. This is going to
be our major fund raiser for the
fall semester."
SAM club is an organization
of business majors, who along
with the haunted house, will put
on different programs and bring
motivational and professional
speakers to Harding throughout
the year. The proceeds from
Saturday night's activity will go
toward sending the group to a
national competition in Las
Vegas.
When asked for a few
details about the estimated 10minute walk of terror, Senior
Josh Sanders, vice president in
charge of fundraising, would not
disclose any information. "I
don't want to give everything
away. That would be spoiling the
surprise."
Although this is the first
year of the haunted house,
Sanders is optimistic. "I think it
will go over pretty well. We are
looking for a good turnout."

SAM abandoned one of its
former fundraisers, Santoween.
"It wasn't going over too well.
We thought that a haunted
house would bring in more
money. It is more appealing."
Hot chocolate will be sold to
those waiting their tum for $1 a
cup.

lbr

~ilion

30 October 1998

I say, I say...
Editor
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April Mouser

About three weeks ago 21-year-old
University of Wyoming student
Matthew Shepard's body was found tied
to a fence like a scarecrow, pistolwhipped until his skull had collapsed,
barely clinging to his life. A week later
he gave up the fight and died in a
Colorado hospitaL
He was gay.

Hate the sin but not the sinner
How do we respond to this tragedy?
Does the fact that he was a homosexual
change our response as Christians?
On October 26, Newsweek reported
that outside the church where his funeral
was held, protesters displayed signs that
said, "No Fags in Heaven" and "No Tears
for Queers." Others held signs that said
in bold, capital letters, "GOD HATES
FAGS," and even cited a biblical verse,
Romans 9:13. (Incidentally, this verse
says, "Just as it is written: 'Jacob I loved,
but Esau I hated."' Although there are
specific scriptures such as I Corinthians
6:9 that condemn homosexuality, this one
obviously does not. There is no evidence
that Esau was a homosexuaL
Furthermore, the scriptures that do
condemn homosexuality also condemn
adulterers, thieves, the greedy,
drunkards and slanderers.)
I would hope that most of us realize
this is not a Christian response. They are
not speaking out against the sin of
homosexuality; they are attributing one
of the vilest human characteristics to a

God who is way above such imperfection.
I don't know if the people with the signs
claim to be Christians. (Their invalid
scripture reference raises some doubts in
my mind). However, their references to
heaven, God and the Bible would indicate
that they at least have a limited belief.
But the God I have faith in does not
hate. He certainly does not condone
vigilante "justice" in the form of hateful
violence. Unfortunately, because we are
not speaking out against it, we are
grouped as sympathizers of these people
that demonstrate such hate. Our harshest
critics call us "intolerant," ''homophobic,"
and even "bigots" right along with the
people with the signs. While I believe that
these labels are unfair and misplaced for
people such as we whose faith calls for the
rejection of immorality of any kind, I believe
that they are correct in saying that we don't
always properly distinguish between hating
the sin and hating the sinner.
God does not "hate fags." He hates
homosexuality. But He also hates sexual
immorality in general, deceitfulness,
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Letters to the Editor
After having read the October 23
Bison, I felt a responsibility to respond
to a part of it in the hope of setting the
record straight. In that edition, a letter
was published concerning pledge week
activities. My major problem with the
generalizations which were made
concerning pledge week is just that they were generalizations.
One cannot assume that just because
one club or an individual observed
"hazing" a Class II member that all clubs
and individuals do the same. I know that
to be a false assumption. There are many
clubs on this campus that strictly police
their Class I members during the entire
induction process. If an individual steps
out of line, then others within the club
are not afraid to confront that individuaL
Furthermore, what is wrong with
asking someone to greet Class I members
with some respect? To use the words
"sir" or "ma'am" is a symbol of respect
in our culture. To ask him or her to send
a note or gift to a queen, beau or sponsor
only serves to help the Class II members
get to know these people better and to
show a sign of appreciation.
Granted, by the end of the week, the
Class II members are exhausted from the
activities. They have spent a great deal
of time with one another and completing the pledge books. However, I assure
you that they are no more tired during
pledge week than they will be during finals week Does this then mean that our
teachers and professors have overstepped their bounds by making us
study?
I know of no club on this campus
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which would knowingly place the club
above God by asking that its Class I and
II members attend a devotional or Bible
study together. To worship as one body
and as a unified group of believers
should never be mistaken as a club
presenting itself as greater than God.
It has been my understanding that
each year every club has had someone
who stepped out of line and hazed or
verbally abused a Class II member. It has
also been my understanding that many
fellow Class I members have either
wanted to or seen fit to silence the
member who was out of line. Many of
us take great pride in our pledge week
process and have no desire to see
anyone's indiscretion (I'm being kind
here) ruin the week for everyone.
I have no doubt that the concern of
the author of last week's letter is genuine.
However, I feel that he is also somewhat
misinformed concerning the entire
picture of pledge week If an individual
wants to join a club then he or she should
be willing to show some respect for the
Class I members, know the history and
purpose of the club and be willing to
worship with and get to know the Class
I members.
As a Class I member, I at no time
have forgotten where I am or, more
importantly, that I am a child of God. To
say that God has turned His eyes away
from Harding during pledge week only
serves as an insult to the hundreds of
God-fearing men and women who
participate each year as Class I members.
If a club or individual has stepped out of
line, then name who it is so that they
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jealousy and pride.
I wonder what the two 21-year-olds
who assaulted and murdered Shepard
thought they were accomplishing. Or
what good the protesters thought their
signs would do. Hate is the only
motivation I see manifested.
The belief in a merciful God and a
Savior who was willing to die for our sins
is central to our Christian faith. Isn't this
the message we should be actively trying
to share with others?
What do non-Christians think when
they look at people displaying such
messages in the name of God? I'm sure
that a desire to be a part of such a group
is not what enters their minds.
If we believe that God's word can
touch homosexuals and convince them
to change their lifestyle, we have to
approach them with love and
compassion. We may be their only hope.
To the protesters, I would share
Jesus' words in John 8: 7: "If any one of
you is without sin, let him be the first to
throw a stone."
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might be sanctioned accordingly. Such
generalizations only serve to feed the
fears of the critics of pledge week and
allow the guilty party to go free.
Jay Gentry

I want to thank everyone that had a
part in this year's "Rudolph to Romania"
project. At the end of September, the 520+
shoe-box Christmas gifts that Harding
students put together made the trip from
Searcy to Nashville, Tenn. They have since
been placed in shipping containers and are
now on their way from Nashville to
Bucharest, Romania. Once in Bucharest,
the boxes will be distributed to children
who would otherwise be without presents
this Christmas season.
Nashville is just one of three collection
points for the shoe-box project whose goal
this year was to send 10,000 gifts to Eastern
Europe. I haven't heard a nationwide total
yet, but there were 3,500 boxes collected
and sent out of Nashville. (That works out
to 14 percent of the boxes coming from
Harding University!)
Thank you for helping to bring a little
bit of Christmas joy to the children of
Bucharest!
Fort Gwinn
Children's Ministry Leader
Bel-Aire church of Christ

I am writing in response to the article
entitled "Christians must show
compassion for human leaders" by
Dennis Gaskins. Let me first say that
Dennis is my brother in Christ as well as
my club brother. But I was incredibly
disturbed and upset after reading his
article. I have a hard time understanding
how a Christian can back someone with
such low moral standards and no
conscience. While it is true that we are
all sinners, that should not excuse
Clinton of his wrongdoing. Gaskins
points to King David and tries to make
our president's wrongdoing seem
smaller by pointing out that David had
Uriah killed. At least the president did
not have anyone killed, right?
How can Gaskins say that Clinton
did not lie? Has he seen any of the news
channels lately? I know that the media
cannot be trusted (by either side) because

I
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they like to twist stories to promote their
own opinion, but there is not much they
can do to twist the president's words. I
have seen the tapes- one where he says
that he did not have sexual relations with
Monica Lewinski, and another where he
says that he did have oral sex with her.
Is there not a lie there somewhere? And
how can Gaskins say that the president
never instructed anyone to lie? Was he
there? No one knows that except Clinton
and those involved.
I don't know whether most
Americans still have faith in Clinton or
not. No one I know does, but that is
because most of sthe people I know share
my point of view. You may be able to
attribute the Dow Jones' record trading
volume that we had before this mess to
Clinton, but what about the market since
Clinton's "confession?" It is more
resemblant of a seismograph during a
10.0 earthquake! And what does this do
to our trust? I have a hard time trusting
any politician, but it is even harder to
trust one that has lied and (basically)
admitted to it.
Other countries may be laughing at
us and that does sadden me. But I don't
think they are laughing because we are
going through this. I believe they are
laughing because we are stupid enough
to put someone like Clinton through this;
he is putting America through it. Would
you prefer that we just sweep this under
the carpet and pretend that it never
happened? How do you think other
countries would view us then?
I have no problem forgiving the
president, but this is only one item in the
long list of hypocrisy that we have seen
from this president (i.e. "didn't inhale,"
and have you seen the tapes of Clinton
laughing after Vmce Foster's funeral until
he notices that there's a camera on him and
that's when he begins a fake cry).
As I stated earlier, he brought this
upon himself and upon America. Now
that it has been uncovered, we must do
what is necessary to punish him. In the
meantime, the president must resign for
the good of the country. If he does, this
will not all go away, but we will have at
least someone leading this nation that does
not have his mind on his personal security,
but rather the things he should such as the
security and economy of this country.
Adrian Steed
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Halloween no more evil than any other day
Scads of disguised
children will flood the streets
tomorrow night. They will
haunt front porches until the
door opens, then in one
voice sing, "Trick or treat!"
knowing full well that no
one hands out tricks
anymore. Likewise, parents
will float at the edges of
yards to guard against what
might happen to their firstGreg
graders. That 'might' sits
heavilyinthemind,doesn'tit?
After all, every town has
stories: one of Searcy's is that on Halloween,
Satan worshippers gather at Riverside Park
to sacrifice things. With all the evil in the
world, there's only so much a parent can
guard against, and any responsible parent
will at least be certain his or her daughter is
not sacrificed at Riverside.
That evil exists in this world is
understood. But that Halloween is itself
the time when evil becomes empowered
is doubtful. Will there be devil
worshippers at Riverside Park tomorrow?
Maybe so. But really, is tomorrow any
different than any other day they meet
there? Not really.
The superstitions associated with
Halloween have been greatly Christianized since it existed as the Celtic New
Year's Eve, when witches saw the old year
to a close. Now, if superstition is involved,
Halloween is generally explained as the
time when evil manifests itself most fully
in the world. It is the time, then, when

Satan and his minions have
the most power to wreak
havoc on all our lives.
But really, is such the
case? The Satan I know of
does not wait until October
31 to make himself known.
Consider Satan in Jesus'
temptation, for instance.
Throughout his temptation
in the desert, Jesus
persevered with God's
Bales
word as His strength. This
temptation lasted 40 days.
Then, at the end of it all, the
devil was finished and left Him. However,
he did not simply leave for good and never
return. According to Luke, "he left [Jesus]
until an opportune time." In other words,
he had plenty more tempting to do;
however, he knew the time would come
when Jesus would be spiritually weaker.
And this is the Satan I know. He
tempts when I least need him to tempt.
He comes and he goes at his most
opportune times, those times that he
perceives you or me farthest from God.
Such is the nature of evil. Such is the
nature of evil that it comes after us every
day of the year, not simply on Halloween.
Simply put, Halloween is no more evil
than any other day of the year. Thus,
whether Satan worshippers sacrifice
things on October 31 or December 25, a
parent's child is at risk.
However, the Satan worshippers are
not what one worries about most on
Halloween. Neither is the fear that one
should x-ray candy before eating it the
greatest fear one has. There is an amount
of greed that infiltrates children's minds

that lasts from Halloween until Christmas.
For Christians, that greed is worth guarding
against, but because it is there is no reason to
avoid celebrating Halloween. After all, there
are two sides to any "trick or treat!"
The greed of Halloween constitutes
the first side. It is that part of Halloween
that sends children onto the streets in
search of treats. They know that, if they
knock every door in a neighborhood, they
can gather enough Milk Duds to last until
Valentine's Day. Such a prize is tempting
and is the most common vision we have
of Halloween. But the other side places the
evening in different perspective. Consider
this: Halloween is a night in which we
trust our children to the good will of our
neighbors, and likewise we become good
neighbors by sharing our wealth with
their children. Halloween thus becomes a
holiday that not only recognizes the evil
in the world but also enjoys the benefits
of giving hearts.
Christians should be wary of
celebrating Halloween. Any time of
revelry should be questioned, no matter
what that holiday's history or reputation
is. What, for instance, is the motive behind
celebrating Christmas or Easter? Are we
honestly commemorating the birth and
death of our Lord, or are we instead
celebrating holidays of gifts and Easter
eggs? No Christian should grope blindly
through life, not questioning his or her
motives, no matter what the occasion.
However, just as Christmas and Easter
should be questioned in terms of their
goodness, Halloween should be
questioned in terms of its badness. And,
frankly, I find that the night is not so evil,
after all.

Halloween an attempt to escape reality of evil in the world
When I traveled home
this weekend, one of the
many things I did within the
two- day period was help
my mother and sister search
frantically for the perfect
Halloween costume for my
six-month-old nephew 1ice.
The search brought to mind
a flood of memories of my
t
Halloween experiences. I
remember being excited
about decorating our house
David
with big hairy spiders, green
witches and ghosts that
would glow in the dark. I remember the
thrill of showing off my Superman or
· Batman costume to my friends as we
walked around the circle that is our street in
search of candy. These, and other memories,
fill me with joy and sentiment at this time of
year. Yet, at the age of 22, I tend to see
Halloween in a different way, and I begin to
question to what extent I should be involved
in its celebration as a Christian.
Just to clarify, I do not believe the issue
here is whether or not parents should let
their little children dress up and go trickor-treating. Very young children have no
concept of evil, and certainly do not associate
Halloween with evil in thewaythey usually
participate in it. My early childhood
memori~ of Halloween are not filled with
fear or evil, but with the fun I had dressing
up as my heroes and collecting enough
candy to fill my tummy for weeks.
I think the issue here goes to a deeper,
more mature level. The basic question here
.j.

is who has control. It seems
to me that Halloween is simply an extension of our desire for control in our lives.
Halloween had its beginnings as a pagan religious
day in which people would
dress up in costumes so that
their dead ancestors would
not be able to recognize
them and kill them. It was
an attempt to escape the revenge of these embittered
Johnson
ancestors- an attempt to escape death. I think much of
that fear of death remains today on a subconscious level. The most popular genre
of film and story at this time of the year is
horror. These stories reflect an obsession
with fear, death and dying. We use these
stories to control our fear of death by creating a boundary around which death has
no power over us.
Another attempt for control in our
lives lies within magic. Though most
people here at Harding do not believe in
the power of magic, much less use it, I
have personally met people who practice
witchcraft and called themselves witches.
There is a growing number of people who
experiment with tarot cards, ouija boards
and other secularized forms of witchcraft,
investing no real trust in them at first, but
who are curious enough to turn to them
for guidance in their lives.
Our modern society tends to trivialize
the supernatural, secularizing it in order
to explain it away easily. Hollywood has

done this throughout its history, with such
movies as Ghostbusters, Casper and even
the recent Sandra Bullock vehicle Practical
Magic. At the risk of generalization, I
believe our society cannot deal with the
reality of evil, and therefore attempts to
hide from it. Halloween is a perfect
example of this. As Christians, we need to
critically examine the underlying motives
behind everything we do and everything
we associate ourselves with. Though our
society does not want to treat evil as a
reality, it is real.
The theme of light and darkness,
which runs throughout the New
Testament, treats evil as a reality. This
theme is used as a metaphor for those who
have had no previous knowledge of Jesus
Christ, as well as for the forces of evil in
pagan religions and witchcraft. In his letter
to the Ephesians, Paul reminds them that
they are to live in the light of the
knowledge of Jesus because the powers of
darkness lead to destruction In chapter 5:8,
Paul says, "Live as children of light," and in
verses 15 and 16 he says, "Be very careful
how you live then - not as unwise but as
wise, making the most of every opportunity."
We must constantly remind ourselves
that God is in control; to look for guidance
anywhere else is self-destructing. If
Halloween has no evil connotations for us,
then the freedom we have in Christ will
cover us. But if we involve ourselves in
rituals that potentially lead us to believe
we can control our lives, such as magic
and horror stories, then we must question
our involvement.
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Boychoir of 5th-8th graders to perform tonight
by Bekah Lowe
Staff writer
The American Boychoir
will perform today at 6:00p.m.
in the Administration Auditorium. The choir was started in
1937 in Columbus, Ohio, and
just celebrated its 60th anniversary this past season. The choir
is an audition group that tours
extensively throughout the
United States and abroad. This
year the tour includes parts of
the United States Rocky Mountains, Alaska, the Southeast,
New England and the Midwest
and Canada.
The American Boychoir
School is located in Princeton,
N.J. and is a non-profit, nonsectarian boarding school that
enrolls 82 students in grades 58, from 24 states and Canada.
The choir is a widely recognized
group and has appeared several
times on NBC's Today, and can
also be seen regularly on PBS in
the documentary, Journey of
Butterfly, which is based on a
composition by Cantor Charles
Davidson, entitled I Never Saw
Another Butterfly, written
specifically for the choir.
The repertoire tonight will
include selections from several
famous composers such as

Photo courtesy of PR office

Members of the American Boychoir sing a selection from a repertoire that includes works by such composers as Handel, Bach and Bernstein. They perform tonight in the Administration Auditorium at 6.
George Friderich Handel, J.S.
Bach, Leonard Bernstein, Rene
Clausen and John Philip Sousa.
In addition to their program
this week, the choir has also
performed some very impressive pieces with some of the
best musicians in the world. For

example, for the 1998-1999 season, they will perform with the
Berlin Philharmonic, the
Wheeling Symphony Orchestra, the Boston Symphony and
three performances with the
New York Philharmonic. Also,
in January, 1999, the choir will

perform Britten's Spring Symphony with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, conducted by
Andre Previn.
Under the direction of
Craig Denison, the American
Boychoir has produced several
albums. Already available are

the recordings SING, CAROL,
HYMN and BY REQUEST. This
spring, they will release an additional recording featuring
20th century American composers.
The American Boychoir 's
performance at Harding has
been made possible through the
efforts of the school's lyceum
program. The program supports the art, drama and music
departments on campus by;
bringing three to five presentations a year. Although they are
normally designed to enhance
the awareness of these
department's majors, the program appeals to the student
body as a whole by bringing
programs like the American
Boychoir. Because of its limited
budget, the program invites entertainment that is enroute,
such as the choir.
Dr. Cliff Ganus III,
professor of music, who has had
the opportunity to hear the
American Boychoir twice, said,
"(They] sang at the Southwest
Region Convention of the
American Choral Directors
Association last March in
Corpus Christi. They received
four standing ovations. They're
great! Everyone loves to hear
them."

Self-defense course for women aimed at increasing awareness
by Sara Hardesty
Staff writer
Crime. It's easy to pretend
that it doesn't affect us, especially
within the sheltering confines of
the "Harding bubble." The everpresent sight of bike police
and patrol cars combing the
campus create an illusion of
safety that shields us from the
harshness of the outside
world. But the reality is that
Harding is very much a part
of that world, and no place is

completely safe from the
threat of violent crime.
According to the Arkansas
Crime Information Bureau,
13,230 violent crimes were
reported in Arkansas in 1997,
including 9,095 aggravated
assaults and 1,084 rapes. The U.S.
Census Bureau ranks Arkansas
ninth of states with respect to
murder rates. These statistics
indicate that no matter where we
go during our time at Hardinghiking at Heber Springs, to a
movie in Little Rock, even on a
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routine trir to the local grocery
store - we run a very real risk of
becoming crime victims
ourselves.
In light of these sobering
facts, Kappa Omicron Nu, the
family and consumer science
honor society, hopes to increase
students' awareness of these
risks and how they can protect
themselves in dangerous
situations. On October 31, at 10
a.m., they will host a self-defense
workshop in the Hammon
Room of the Student Center. The
course, conducted by Citizens
Against Crime, will include a
discussion of ways to avoid
unsafe situations, as well as selfprotection techniques in case a
threatening situation actually
does occur.
The organization hopes to
educate students on crime issues
that are not currently addressed
in any other setting on campus.

"We wish there were a selfdefense class offered to women
on campus, but since there isn't,
we thought it would be good to
bring a speaker in to talk about
these situations," workshop
coordinator Mary-Margaret
Blue said. "It's a good
opportunity to learn tips on how
to prevent yourself from being in
a problem situation, and how to
defend yourself if you do get into
a situation where you feel
threatened."
In addition to teaching
techniques for self-defense, the
speakers will also have
protective devices, such as
pepper spray, available for
purchase, Blue said.
The class, which is
scheduled to last approximately
one to one and a half hours, will
target female members of the
community. "It's for women only
-faculty, staff, students, anyone

who wants to come. People are
free to invite people from
outside school if they want to,"
Blue said.
Blue said that attending the
workshop will give women an
increased sense of personal
security wherever they are. "I
think Searcy is one of the safest
places on earth, but you can
never be too careful, and no one
is immune. It's good for girls to
know that, if they do get into a
bad situation, they can take care
of themselves," she said.
The event is free of charge,
but attendees are encouraged to
bring donations for Hope House,
a battered women's shelter. The
shelter needs toiletries, such as
shampoo, soap and toilet paper,
as well as household articles like
towels, linens and kitchen
utensils, which help the women
to rebuild their lives when they
leave the shelter.

Halloween guests protect Ju Go Jus
(Reprinted from Nov. 9, 1932Bison)

Vote for

HUNT

ARKANSAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DISTRICT 68

Last Saturday evening, Oct.
29, 19 young men protected the Ju
Go )u girls from the treacheries of
Halloween. These couples met
under the light at the southwest
comer of the campus where they
were given typed instructions.
With rules before them,
groups of four went in search of
the Halloween treasure by
fulfilling each regulation. "Get a
paper bag, a flashlight, a live cat
(preferably black), 13 persimmons,
a tin can, two leaves from each an
oak, sassafras and magnolia tree,
one of the rocks from a certain pile,
a Coca-Cola bottle," and almost
anything else you might mention.
People who did not
understand the meaning of the
search probably believed that
detectives were tracing some

notorious criminal instead of its
being a search for much-needed
cats. Robert Neil and G.B. Siebold
made vain but ambitious attempts
to catch two kittens. However, their
lantern was not sufficient help.
Susie Burns, Alton Hollis and Mr.
and Mrs. Lewis Foster were
evidently the most careful sleuths
because they were the first ones to
find every article needed.
Laboring under the weight of
their treasures, the couples found
their way to the east steps of the
administration building. Here,
after the hostesses, Misses Fannie
Marie Moody and Faye Ona Ice,
checked them in, they tidied
themselves and went to the home
economics rooms. They were
received by two excited ghosts
who guided them to attractive
tables. Here the hunger and thirst
caused by their exhaustive search

were satisfied with a dainty twocourse dinner.
During the dinner everyone
received his fortune. Each boy
(lucky leap year) learned the name
of his future wife, and the girls, to
make their happiness secure, had
to appease the desires of the
Halloween spirits. To say the least,
it was entertaining to see what
might have been called a
dramatization of Millett's picture,
"Feeding her Birds." However, it
was only Clarice Kelley feeding
crackers to V. V. Kniseley and
Florence Lowery giving Beverly
Waters a drink with a spoon
Justbeforetheclockintheold
tower chimed eleven, the young
guests returned to the protection
of their dormitories. One question
was asked: "Why doesn't a
Halloweenlikethisonecomemore
than once a year?"

t~e
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Blood drive calls on students to conquer fears of needles
by Ryan Cook
Staff writer
Contrary to what the
"Grumpy Old Men" said last
Thursday in chapel, giving blood
has nothing to do with maiming
- it's just a needle.
The announcement 'scared'
up 177 members of the Harding
community who gave blood in
this year's first school-wide
blood drive held Monday and
Tuesday in the Benson lobby.
Blood drives are organized
four times every school year by
King's Men and OEGE social
clubs as their main service
project. "We are the primary
blood source for White County,"
King's Men service project
director Allen Cansler said.
"That is why it is so important
that we continue to have good
turnouts."
This year's drive follows a
longstanding tradition on
campus, dating back to the '70s.
"King's Men and OEGE have
sponsored this project since they
became brother and sister clubs,"
Cansler said.
The clubs conduct the blood
drives in association with the
White County Red Cross, whose
nurses take the blood. OEGE and
King's Men serve as promoters

and organizers and also in other
various roles.
The donation process takes
about 30 minutes to an hour,
depending on the length of the
line. During the wait, donors
did homework and watched
movies like The Lion King and
Anastasia. Before giving blood,
each donor answered questions
about his or her history. Some
donors were eliminated at this
stage due to certain requirements about the donors' medical condition.
Sophomore Malena Kee
was an extreme example. "I
cannot give blood because not
only have I had malaria, but if
you have been in Cameroon
since 1977, you're not allowed to
give blood because of the high
incidence of AIDS in that area,"
she said.
Those who met the
requirements then gave a sample
for a blood test. The donors who
passed the test were then
assigned to a nurse who would
finally take the pint of blood. The
drawing of blood took five to 15
minutes, depending on the
donor's pulse rate.
Some students admitted to
their fears about donating. '1 really
like giving blood because it's for a
good cause, but I do pass out half

reasons to give blood. Freshman
Rhonda Gregory said, "I always
give blood because I'm 0-negative
blood type, and that's the universal

type."

Bryan Jobe I the Bison

A donor watches as a White County Red Cross nurse draws blood.
Almost 200 students participated in the drive sponsored by Kings Men
and OEGE social clubs.
the time," freshman Megan
Wiewora said. "Three times out of
six I've passed out, so we'll see if
today is the lucky seven."
Donors were treated to

refreshments, a free movie rental
pass and a Pizza Hut coupon. The
cookies may have had something
to do with their motivation, but
students and faculty also had other

Donors at Harding are truly
making a difference locally
because all the blood is used in
Arkansas, a majority of it at
Arkansas Children's Hospital in
Little Rock.
Scheduling and Red Cross
regulations require donors to
wait eight weeks between
donations. Those who donated
this week will not be able to do
so again during the next drive,
which will be held sometime in
early December.
"I'm hoping that the people
here will keep watch for the next
blood drive so that we can get
another good bunch of people to
come out. The Red Cross needs
blood really badly in December,"
Cansler said.
OEGE service project
director Bettina Jensen said,
"Even though Harding has met
its goal and beyond, it's still
really disappointing that, with
4,000 students, plus faculty, we
don't even get 100 in one day.
When it comes right down to it,
where is everybody? God didn't
create us for nothing, so let's do
it."

Legends of Benny the Bison, 'three swings and a ring' explained

Photo courtesy of Jim Miller

Jason Middlekauff and Angela Coffelt wade around in the lily pool.
The original lily pool really had lilies and even goldfish in it.
by Sara Hardesty
Staff writer

....

The lily pool's name. The
tradition of the swings. The
bison head in the student
center. Most of us pass by these
familiar landmarks daily
without giving them a second
thought. We take them for
granted, but very few of us
know how each of these
,"Harding legends" actually
·began.
Descending the stairs of
the student center,
you
probably barely notice the
gentle gaze of the bison head
mounted on the wall. The head
was a gift from a friend of
Harding who lived in Little
Rock. He brought it back from
a hunting trip in the West, and
knowing that Harding's mascot
is the bison, offered it to the
University. Many people
mistakenly believe the head
once belonged to a more
famous beast, Benny the Bison.
Benny ·was the original
Harding mascot, named for
then-president Dr. George
Benson.Theschoolboughthim
from a farm in Kansas when he

was three months old. He
strongly objected to coming to
Arkansas and kicked his trailer
apart in their first effort at
moving him, but they
eventually got him to Searcy.
Chancellor Clifton Ganus
recounted the story. "At first,
Dr. Benson would lead him into
football games on a rope. The
next year, it took eight boys and
two ropes to bring him in. The
year after that, he was so big
and mean we had to put him
out next to the field in a horse
trailer. We brought him out like
that for a couple of years.
The rest of the time he
stayed on the Harding farm in
town, out with the cows. He
kept eating feed from the
calves' cribs and trying to nurse
the cows. He was mean, too we were afraid he would hurt
someone if they went out into
the pasture.
Finally, we told him he
could either 'behave, or be
barbecue.' He didn't behave, so
we barbecued him. I got a
quarter of him. He was really
tender and good," Ganus said.
Ganus also recalled a time
when the so-called lily pool in

front of the Administration
Building actually did contain
signs of life. "The lily pool
that's there now isn't the
original. The old one was
about one-third that size, and
it had lilies and other
vegetation in it. It also had
goldfish in it, until some boys
caught some bass and threw
them in there, and the bass ate
the goldfish.
"People were always getting thrown in it for various
things, like birthdays or engagements. Once, a group of us
boys were having a 'kangaroo
court,' trying some boy for a socalled 'crime.' I was on the jury,
and we found him guilty, so we
threw him in. Suddenly they

turned around and accused me
of 'bushwhacking,' dating
someone else's girl. They decided I was guilty and threw
me in too," Ganus said.
Later, construction on
campus forced planners to
build a new pool and move it
to its present location. While it
rarely contains water and never
contains lilies, the old name
stuck, giving us the "lily pool"
we know today.
Not far from the lily pool,
quaint white swings dot the
lush green carpet of the front
lawn. Nearly everyone has
heard the singsong "three
swings and a ring" curse: if you
sit in a swing three times with
the same member of the

opposite sex, you are destined
to one day be married to each
other.
The saying has echoed the
halls of Harding since President
David Burks was a student. "It's
been a tradition for a good 40 to
50 years. When I was here, you
had to stay on campus for a date.
There was no dating in cars
allowed, and there was very little
transportation available to us. So
if you liked a girl, you took her
to a swing. If you sat in a swing
three times with the same girl, it
meant you would end up getting
married. I think it's been a good
tradition over the years. The
swings are something unique
about the campus, a symbol of
Harding," Burks said.

"Your dad will love getting a bill from us
because he will know that we took good
care of you."

Located in the
Boyce Arnett, P.D.

Classof'66

Searcy Medical Center
268-3311

"And you didn't have to worry
about the money."
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Ph ish's The Story of the Ghost its most 'phun-philled' album yet

by Karl Kukta
Staff writer
On October 27, Phish
released its seventh studio
album, The Story of the Ghost.
Following the release of their
second live album, Slip, Stitch
and Pass, Phish has shifted
gears yet again to produce
what is arguably their most
cohesive studio album to date.
Described by Elektra
senior marketing director Dane
Venable as "the best thing to
happen to live music in 10
years," Phish is a phenomenon
that has broken all rules of how
to become a successful band.
Without MTV play, a platinum
album or top 100 single to its
name, Phish has sold out roughly
95 percent of its concerts over the
last three years.
Their music is rooted in improvisation, and no live show is
ever the same. They have been
known to jam out one song for
between 30 and 45 minutes,
sometimes weaving in and out
of multiple songs without ever
stopping. They melt jazz, rock,
bluegrass, funk, reggae and
blues together to produce a
unique sound that has their
"phans" (who have a habit of
inserting ph- everywhere an fshould be) swearing on the fact
that there is no band or concert
experience quite like Phish.
Boasting a repertoire of

more than 300 songs, Phish
mixes originals with covers,
and has covered such diverse
arti s ts as the Beastie Boys,
Lynyrd Skynyrd, Jane's Addiction, AC/DC, Stevie Wonder,
Prince, Bette Midler, Aerosmith, Frank Zappa, Duke
Ellington, The Beatles, Talking
Heads, Bob Marley and Elvis.
Phish struggled on early
albums to reproduce its live
sound in a studio setting, but
with the release of 1996's Billy
Breathes, they gave up on the
idea. Instead, they produced an
album that departed from the
live, jamming sound and
focused on more compact (but
still musically challenging)
songs. Music critics received it
well, but "phans" worried that
the songs would not translate
well to the live arena. Phish
proved them wrong, however;
songs such as "Free, "
"Character Zero" and "Theme
from the Bottom" have been
given the Phish treatment and
now often stretch out to 20
minutes in concert.
Guitarist Trey Anastasio
has said that each album Phish
releases is a reaction to the
previous one. The Story of the
Ghost reflects this in its
haunting mood and the
growing presence of funk in
Phish's music. Billy Breathes
was seen by some "phans" as
fluffy, lacking any sort of

musical
anchor.
Ghost,
however, holds firm to the
ground even at its most
ethereal moments. This is
partially due to the growing
presence of bassist Mike
Gordon in Phish's sound.
Keyboardist Page McConnel
and drummer John Fishman
play equally important parts in
the album, while frontman
Anastasio has taken a step back
from the musical dominance he
held in the band over the
majority of its existance.
Ghost is smooth and
refined; each song finds itself
slowly drifting into the next.
There are a number of moods
created in the 14 tracks, but
there is not one instance of
redundancy (which is a
problem plaguing the majority
of popular music today). Some
stand-out songs are the
opening title track, "Ghost," the
first single off the album, "Birds
of a Feather," the concert staple,
"Guyute," the bluegrass-tinged
"Water in the Sky," the funkedout "Morna Dance" and the
beautifully complex "Limb by
Limb."
Many "phans" may be
surprised that Ghost clocks in at
only 50 minutes, and some may
grumble that they are "selling
out" by producing yet another
album of compact songs. But by
no means is Ghost a stem
toward the mainstream -it is

simply Phish becoming better
at making studio albums. In
concert, nothing will change.
The jams will continue and
many of Ghost's newer songs
will work their way into
regular rotation. The final

verdict on Ghost, though, will
be made not by "phans"; rather,
it will be made by those
unfamiliar with Phish yet
curious enough to find out
what goes on in their "phunphilled" world.
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ALL YOU CAN EAT........$7.99
Seniors ...............................$6.99

Harding University

LAUNDRY&

7Jr_y C}_fe_aners

Drinks ................................ $ .90

Thu-S at, 4:00-9:00
Sun, 10:30-2:00

2613 East Line Rd.

For all your
dry cleaning
needs, bring
your clothes
to us!

We're
conveniently
located on the
south side of
campus

Searcy
268-0194

279-4247

E. Park Ave.
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Soccer season draws to close

•

by Doug Waddill
Sports editor

The Lady Bison soccer
team has not been as
successful in the latest games
as they were earlier in the
season. The biggest reason for
this change is their entrance
into Lone Star Conference
play. Out of their last seven
games, six were within the
conference; the team was only
able to bring home one win
from these matches.
Freshman mid-fielder
Heather Gray said, "The
competition just got harder
during conference play. The
away games put us on the
borderline of burn-out."
With only one chance to
win a conference game at
home, they have so far been
unsuccessful, but they are 3-0
in non-conference home
games. The team has an
overall record of 6-7-1, with a
1-5 record in the conference.
However, the team has
fared well in conference play,
considering that this is a firstyear program.
They lost the conference
matches by only a single goal
or two, as in their last match
against Texas A&M at
Commerce, when they lost 12 in overtime.
Junior mid-fielder Sheilah
Dunham said, "The conference
is really tough, but sports are
not all physical; we beat
ourselves mentally before
the matches even start."
Throughout the season,
the lady Bisons have played
energetically, collecting 172
fouls and 12 yellow cards
while their opponents have
collected only 134 and 6,
respectively. No team has
received
a
red
card
violation.
Sophomore
stopper
Andrea "Tree" Richmond
said, "The fouls are fine. It
just shows that we like to
play more aggressively."
The team also leads their
opponents both in shot
attempts and goals. The
, Bisons have 224 shot
··attempts with 33 goals while
their opponents have 217
attempts and 30 goals.
Junior striker Heather
Shipman said, "We have lost
confidence in our shooting
in the last few games, but it
is coming back now."
"We are playing more
defensively, and in our last five
or six games we have not shot
the ball nearly as many times as
we should," Richmond said.
The lady Bisons have
been pulling in larger crowds
than their opponents as well
(1335 fans this season,
compared to 1216 for their
opponents).
The inaugural season for

. . .il
Laura Lejarzar #13
Volleyball

Bryan Jobe/the Bison
Freshman Michal Edwards slides to steal a ball from a UCA player. The
soccer team played well in games earlier this season, but they have struggled
in conference play. They have two more conference matches this weekend.

the team brought some new
excitement to the campus.
"I have enjoyed having
soccer at our campus. It is
a lot of fun to see them in
a~tion,"
senior Emilie
Shepherd said.
"The fan support has
been awesome, and it really
increases our level of play,"
Shipman said.
Gray leads the team in
many areas, including shot
attempts and goals, in her
14 starts during the season.
She has had 59 shot
attempts and 10 goals,
including one that brought
the only kick penalty to the
team all season.
Gray also collected four
assists, giving her 24 points
thus far. "It may be my
name on the stats, but it is
totally because of the
team," Gray said.
Richmond ties Gray at
24 points with seven goals
on 39 shot attempts and 10
assists.
In 14 games played, she
has a .179 shooting
percentage.

Gray and Richmond are
also team leaders in gamewinning goals, with two each.
Freshman striker Melissa
Toungette and Shipman are
right behind them with a
game-winner each.
Both goalies, sophomores
Jodi Besenyei and Rachel
Belcher, have also been hard at
work between the posts.
Besenyei has 93 saves in 13
games played, with 11 starts. She
has a .782 saving percentage, and
she has given up 2.22 goals a
game.
Belcher has seven saves in
four games played, with one start,
earning a .636 saving percentage
with 1.58 goals scored against her.
The lady Bisons will be
facing Angelo State today at 3
p.m. on their home field. They
will play Midwest Texas
University tomorrow at the
same time.
These conference games
will conclude the season for the
lady Bisons. "We hope to get a
lot of fans for our last two home
games, and we will give them
our best level of play," Shipman
said.

This has been an amazing year and we're not
even finished yet. The Harding volleyball team
has grown a lot since last year.
Last year, we had a young team, and it was
our first year in the NCAA II Lone Star Conference. This year everything has changed. We came
back in August in better condition and with better attitudes.
We have only three new players this year, but
they helped make us a stronger team. We have
four sophomores who have matured and gained
a lot of experience since last season. Our team
has only three upperclassmen this year, but they
have shown character through their leadership
and determination.
Through the combination of these Christian
athletes, the volleyball team has a chance of going to the playoffs this year.
Ths games this weekend (Fri. 7 p.m. and Sat.
11 a.m.) will help us on our way to that goal. We
would love to see a great crowd for our last two
home games of the season!
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Volleyball team has high hopes
Bison Sports

by Andy Dunham
Sports writer

CHALLENGE
Hopes are high for the
volleyball team after their
victory over Ouachita Baptist
UniversityTuesday, Oct.27. The
Bisons are looking for a playoff
berth as they close out their
season.
"Unity is the key to our
success, as well as our refuse-tolose attitude," sophomore
Rebecca Dahlstrom said.
Tuesday night's game put
the Bisons in a good position as
they head into the postseason.
The 3-2 defeat this week
over Ouachita, coupled with a 31 win against Lyon College the
previous week, improved the
Bisons' record to 20-12.
With three straight wins, the
team could secure a spot in the
playoff season or they can clinch
a tie for third place with two
wins.
"Our strong play can be
attributed in large part to strong
team
unity and good
communication," junior Laura
Lejarzar said.
The lady Bisons are
expected to finish well above
.500. The young age of the team
should leave them with many
more good seasons to come.
The team will play
Cameron University tonight at 7
p.m. and University of Central
Oklahoma at 11 a.m. tomorrow
in the Rhodes Field House.

Sponsored by

Bryan fobe/the Bison

The Bison volleyball team preares for weekend matches. The women have
won their last two games, moving their record to 20-12for the season.

Sk run to benefit Wyldewood
The "Bison Stampede," a
SK marathon, will be held
Saturday, Nov. 7, at 8 a.m, with
more than $500 in cash and
prizes to be given away to
those who participate.
Sponsored by Jostens, the
race will start at the American
Studies building and will take
a course through Harding
park. First prize will be $50
with $35 and $15 to the next

two finishers. A 40+ category
should involve alumni returning
for Homecoming. AU who
complete the race will be eligible
to draw for prizes.
Free t-shirts will be given to
the first 100 pre-registrants who
finish the race. The entry fee is
$10. Proceeds from the race will
be donated to Camp Wyldewood
to thank them for their service to
the Searcy community.
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"Almost two years ago I asked for your support in a campaign to change the way local government worked. In this short
time, we've faced many crises together. Tornados and floods
struck the county just days before I entered the office. Through
the combined teamwork of city officials and the employees of
the county, we were back up and running in no time. Andrecently, the residents of White County once again united and
quickly reinstated the one-cent sales tax issue.
"It's been an interesting and challenging time to say the
least. I hope that we have achieved the goals set forth by your
support in the last election. I want to thank you again for your
support and once again ask you for your vote to continue the
progress we've made."
"''·-~~'lC

